Differentiating Process

Lesson: Poetry Interpretation
Introduction: This Language Arts lesson could be used for grades 5-8, depending upon the prior knowledge of the students. It is intended to be a part of a unit on poetry. The poems, pre-assessment, pre-assessment scoring rubric, and literature web are from the unit “Autobiographies: Personal Odysseys of Change,” written by the National Curriculum Project at the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA. The units are intended for use with gifted students, but can be adapted, as here, for use with all students. 
Pre-Assessment: Students are given the Literature Pre-Assessment along with a copy of the poem “Autobiographia Literaria” by Frank O’Hara. The pre-assessments are scored according to the rubric. Students may be divided into groups based upon their readiness, using points from the scoring of the pre-assessment, as shown:

0-5 points = Blue Group (limited)

6-9 points = Yellow Group (basic)

10-12 points = Purple Group (proficient)

Concept: Change

Content: “I Am Cherry Alive” by Delmore Schwartz

All students read the poem individually or with their reading buddies, then the teacher reads the poem aloud.

Process (Sense-Making Activities): Literature Webs 

Students complete the activities for their group.

Purple Group:
1. Work with a partner from your group.

2. Work through the web clockwise, beginning with “Key Words.”

3. Put several words/phrases in each section of the web. Justify your choices to each other, basing all your ideas in the literature. Refer to your notes on the concept of change. Reach a consensus on what you will write down. Use resources in the classroom to clarify your understanding of the structural elements of poetry.

4. Ask questions of other Purple Group members and the teacher as necessary.

5. Come to the Purple Group discussion with your completed web.

6. Participate in the class discussion of the poem.

Purple Group Web

Theme: Change



Yellow Group:
1. Work in a triad within your group.

2. Work through the web clockwise, beginning with “Key Words.” In your triad, discuss and answer the Clarifying Questions for each section of the web before you write anything down on your web. Make sure you all understand each other’s ideas.

3. On each section of the web, write down several words/phrases for that section. The answers to the Clarifying Questions will help your triad decide what to write down. Your triad must reach consensus on each word/phrase that is written down.

4. Ask questions of other Yellow Group members and the teacher as necessary.

5. Come to the Yellow Group discussion with your completed web.

6. Participate in the class discussion of the poem.

Yellow Group Web






Purple Group

Yellow Group
I Am Cherry Alive
By Delmore Schwartz (1913 – 1966)

“I am cherry alive,” the little girl sang.

“Each morning I am something new:

I am apple, I am plum, I am just as excited

As the boys who made the Hallowe’en bang:

I am tree, I am cat, I am blossom too:

When I like, if I like, I can be someone new,

Someone very old, a witch in a zoo:

I can be someone else whenever I think who,

And I want to be everything sometimes too:

And the peach has a pit and I know that too,

And I put it in along with everything

To make the grown-ups laugh whenever I sing:

And I sing: It is true; It is untrue;
I know, I know, the true is untrue,

The peach has a pit, the pit has a peach:

And both may be wrong when I sing my song,

But I don’t tell the grown-ups: because it is sad,

And I want them to laugh just like I do

Because they grew up and forgot what they knew

And they are sure I will forget it some day too.

They are wrong. They are wrong. When I


sang my song, I knew, I knew!

I am red, I am gold, I am green, I am blue,

I will always be me, I will always be new!”

Blue Group:
1. Work in a triad within your group.

2. Start at “Key Words” and work clockwise around the web, checking with the teacher after you complete each section. In each section, answer each question and fill in each list. Make sure everyone in your triad understands your ideas.

3. Your triad must reach consensus on each word/phrase that you write down for the final question in each section. That is why it is so important that you discuss all your ideas.

4. Ask questions of other Blue Group members and the teacher as necessary.

5. Come to the Blue Group discussion with your completed web.

6. Participate in the class discussion of the poem.

Blue Group Web

Number the lines of the poem

on your copy. You should 

have 24.










Blue group
I Am Cherry Alive
By Delmore Schwartz (1913 – 1966)

1. “I am cherry alive,” the little girl sang.

2. “Each morning I am something new:

3. I am apple, I am plum, I am just as excited

4. As the boys who made the Hallowe’en bang:

5. I am tree, I am cat, I am blossom too:

6. When I like, if I like, I can be someone new,

7. Someone very old, a witch in a zoo:

8. I can be someone else whenever I think who,

9. And I want to be everything sometimes too:

10. And the peach has a pit and I know that too,

11. And I put it in along with everything

12. To make the grown-ups laugh whenever I sing:

13. And I sing: It is true; It is untrue;
14. I know, I know, the true is untrue,

15. The peach has a pit, the pit has a peach:

16. And both may be wrong when I sing my song,

17. But I don’t tell the grown-ups: because it is sad,

18. And I want them to laugh just like I do

19. Because they grew up and forgot what they knew

20. And they are sure I will forget it some day too.

21. They are wrong. They are wrong. When I

22. sang my song, I knew, I knew!

23. I am red, I am gold, I am green, I am blue,

24. I will always be me, I will always be new!”

Reading





Feelings





Ideas





Structure of Writing








Key Words





Images or Symbols





Clarifying Questions:


1. What big ideas are expressed in this poem?


2. How does this poem contribute to our understanding of the concept of change?





Feelings





Reading





Clarifying Questions:


1. What visual images or pictures does the poem bring to mind?


2. What images or words in the poem might stand for something else?





Clarifying Question:


What feelings are evoked by the words of the poem?





Clarifying Questions:


1. What words are repeated or given special emphasis?


2. Which words seem most important?





Ideas





Key Words





Images or Symbols





Structure of Writing








Clarifying Questions:


1. What is the pattern of this poem? 


2. What is its rhythm?


3. What pattern do the rhyming words/parts of speech make?


4. How do the poem’s sentences go together?


5. Discuss the stanza(s) and their pattern.





Ideas





Key Words





Feelings





1. What idea is expressed in lines 6-9?


2. What idea is expressed in lines 13-14?


3. What idea is expressed in lines 19-22?


4. What idea is expressed in lines 23-24?


5. What do the ideas in this poem say about the concept of change?





1. What feeling do you get from lines 1-5?


2. What feeling do you get from lines 6-12?


3. What feeling do you get from lines 13-16?


4. What feeling do you get from lines 17-22?


5. What feeling do you get from lines 23-24?


6. List the 4 or 5 most important feelings from this poem.








1. List 4 repeated words/phrases.


2. List 4 pairs of words that are related to each other (similar, opposites, etc.)


3. List the 5 most important words/phrases from the poem.





Reading





Images or Symbols





Structure of Writing








1. What visual images or pictures do you get from lines 1-5?


2. What visual images or pictures do you get from lines 6-12?


3. What visual images or pictures do you get from lines 13-16?


4. What visual images or pictures do you get from lines 17-22?


5. What visual images or pictures do you get from lines 23-24?


6. What might the fruit stand for?


7. What might the colors stand for?


8. List 4 or 5 important images or symbols from the poem.





1. About how many beats are in each line of the poem?


2. How many stanzas does the poem have?


3. What pattern do the rhyming words make?


4. Color-code the long sentences with a highlighter. In a different color, highlight the short sentences. Describe the pattern of long and short sentences.


5. Write 3 sentences that describe the most important structural elements of this poem.








