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Create a Bus Stop Center, or checking station, as a designated area where students can check their work with a grading key.  Provide directions and the answer key for students to use to check their own papers.  Include specific directions that tell students where to turn in their corrected work.

Stock the station with answer keys, colored pens, answer sheets, and labeled baskets.  Vary the directions.  The student enters the Bus Stop to correct his/her work.  In order to prevent students from changing their answers the only writing implements allowed at the station are the ones placed there by the teacher.

Variations:
Example: The checker chooses three colored pens and completes a marking key similar to the following:

Green = My corrections!

Purple = My opinion!

Yellow = Spotlights my best work on this assignment!

Match the special checking tools with the topic of study.

Examples:

In a study on plants, supply green marking pens to represent growth.

In a study on historical documents attach a feather to represent a quill.

Why Do This?
The Bus Stop Center reduces the amount of paperwork for the teacher to grade.  The greatest value of the center, however, is for the student to view his/her areas of strength, to actively engage in self-correcting responses, and receive immediate feedback.  As students take responsibility for checking and marking their work during the checking process, they develop confidence and a sense of independence, learn to self-assess, and move in the direction of becoming self-regulated learners.

Rewards
Offer students the opportunity to participate in the Bus Stop Center in other ways.  Students may enjoy choosing a different name for the center such as "Is That Your Final Answer?" or "Survivor Checkpoint".  They may like the opportunity to be the center patrol or helper and choose the checking tools.  These could be rewards for a job well-done.
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