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Differentiation Tip: Curriculum Compacting

Curriculum compacting is a flexible, research-supported instructional technique for modifying the regular curriculum to meet the needs of high ability students. This technique is a form of content acceleration that enables high-ability students to skip work they already know and substitute more challenging content. The goals of compacting are to streamline work that may be mastered at a pace commensurate with the student's ability, create a challenging learning environment, guarantee proficiency in basic curriculum, and buy time for enrichment and acceleration (Reis and Renzulli, 1992).

Stages to Curriculum Compacting:

Stage 1: Indications of Student Strength
Think about the following questions:

· What are the indications of student strength in this area (e.g., standardized test scores, previous grades, teacher reports, class work, student comments)?

· What units/topics/skills are to be compacted?

· In what ways might a teacher assess previous knowledge (e.g., pretests, checklists, interest inventories, conferences, demonstrations, portfolios, student self-evaluations, observations)?

After gathering information about general and specific strengths, record the findings for accountability purposes.

Stage 2: Outline Specific Activities and Assignments
If necessary, note the activities and assignments needed to master the material. These may be designed to accelerate content and/or teach needed skills, as indicated by the pre-assessment. Be sure to include the following:

· Materials to be eliminated or accelerated

· Activities designed to teach and practice needed skills

· Means to prove mastery of skills learned

Stage 3: List Alternative Activities
Base these activities on students' interests and strengths, keeping in mind the resources available and local policy. At this stage, student choice is the most important consideration. Develop simple forms for documenting compacting and managing the process. Students should maintain process records instead of relying on the teacher's management strategies. Formative and summative assessment strategies and criteria, as well as a timeline for assessment, should be established by teachers and students prior to implementing the replacement activities.

Brief Example(s):

Reading/spelling class: Anyone who scored a 95% or higher on the spelling unit pretest automatically scored that for the unit without having to do all the homework or final test. Alternative options included write stories or poems with the spelling words in them for extra credit, allowing students to do free reading during the class time for that spelling unit or be given a harder set of words, ones not mastered yet, and still do the same assignments with them.
Science: A student demonstrates through pre-test mastery of six of the science unit’s eight objectives. For portions not mastered, student learns along with the rest of the class. For mastered objectives, student is provided time to explore the topic in greater depth, do an independent project on a subject of interest, write an essay on the topic, etc. Possibilities depend in part on available resources, available space, available time, the child’s interests, and your own flexibility.
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Planner for Compacted Students

	Students name
	Area of strength & documentation of mastery
	Materials/
Resources
	Alternative learning activities
	Due date

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Source: http://www.fcpsteach.org/gt_renzulli/default.cfm

Student Progress Log

Name:  ______________________
 Teacher: ______________

Topic/Project: _________________ Due Date:  ____________

	Date
	Goal: What I plan to do today
	Progress: What I accomplished today

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Source: http://www.fcpsteach.org/gt_renzulli/default.cfm










