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The classroom teacher provides the greatest number of options to help students be more successful and be more active and engaged (Hollis, 2005). Engagement is about creating pathways for students to construct meaning through the content you teach, and the way you structure students’ interactions with another (Hollis). The following are several ways to engage learners beyond hand raising.

Entrance cards 

1. Give each student an index card as they enter class. 

2. Provide students with a prompt or a question to be answered. 

3. Teachers may have students share their responses and then collect cards.

4. The information may be used to guide instruction or to group students for a small “coaching clinic”.

Four Corners

1. Place a card in each corner of the room with one of the following words or phrases effective ways to group according to learner knowledge.

Rarely ever   
Sometimes      
Often             I have it

I don’t know about this   I don’t know much about this   I know something about this   I know this

Strongly agree 

Agree 

Disagree strongly 
Disagree

2. Tell the students to go to the corner of the room that matches their place in the learning journey.

3. Participants go to the corner that most closely matches their own learning status and discuss what they know about the topic and why they chose to go there. 

4. Other ways include prompting class with a statement or question, followed by movement to the corners, small group discusses, and then reports back to larger group.

Response Cards

1. Using an index card, students write YES on one side and NO on the other.

2. When a question is asked the student holds up yes or NO

3. Ask the student if they know the following vocabulary words and what they mean

4. Call out the a word if a student is holding a yes they may be called on to give the correct answer

5. Remind them if they don’s know the words it is ok because they will be learning them

6. Other examples include True/False, Agree/Disagree, Fact/Opinion 

Note: Research indicates the use of response cards significantly increases test and quiz achievement, student participation, and reduces off-task behavior (Randolph, 2007). 

Others Shared at the Intermediate Staff Meeting:

	Individual
	Partner
	Small group
	Whole class

	Write on note cards

Jot your answer down (Jot Sheet)

Brain dump

Written free response

Call outs

Walk forward and write answer on board

Stand up
	Turn to your neighbor

Shared response

Think-pair-share


	At each table, talk amongst yourselves. I will be back in a minute and you can let me know what your group thinks.
	Choral responding

Thumbs up/thumbs down/sideways

Chicken wing

Show of fingers

Raise pencil

Signaled responses

One side of the room agree – the other side of the room disagree
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