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Differentiation Tip: Extensions (Winebrenner & Brulles, 2008)
Suggested Extension Activities for Primary Students

1. Using graph paper, rearrange our classroom to make it work better.

2. Design the perfect playground.

3. Create healthy eating menus for school lunches

4. Write a letter to a teacher, principal, mayor or president telling what you believe the person should do to make things better.

5. Interview someone you think is wonderful. Prepare the questions ahead of the interview.

6. Record your favorite story for other students to listen to.

7. Create a play and show other students how to present it to the class with you.

8. Write a letter to someone that starts: “I don’t think it’s fair that _________________.” Suggest ways to improve the problem. 

9. Write story problems in math that use the concepts the class is learning.

10. Create graphs or other types of charts that show your classmates’ preferences for meals, desserts, movies, music, nooks, vacations, or other topics.

Suggested Extension Activities in the Upper Grades
1. Using graph paper, rearrange our classroom to make it work better. Use a different size scale than that which is illustrated on the paper.

2. Design the perfect play ground for our school. Include information about its safety features.

3. Create healthy eating menus for our school lunches that follow the recommendation for healthy eating at www.mypyramid.gov
4. Write a letter to the editor of your local paper explaining your reaction to an article in the paper or to a current event.

5. Interview a family member who remembers information about the first person in your family to immigrate to this country or find another interesting story about any major family transition or change that was experienced and report on it. Prepare your questions ahead of the interview. Create word problems for other students using concepts the class is currently studying in math.
6. Find out how a local forecaster creates weather forecasts. Present information about the forecast for the upcoming storm season in your area.

7. Follow a story in the newspaper for several days or weekends. Find a way to share with other students what you have learned about the story and why you think the story y is important.

8. Interview the oldest person you know. Find out how the person’s childhood was different from the way yours is now.

9. Investigate the similarities and differences between your school system and the school system of a child your age in another country.

10. Create or describe an invention you think might help some person live a more satisfying life.
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