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Differentiation Tip: Writing- Grouping Strategies
Writing instruction can be differentiated to allow students varying amounts of time to complete assignments, to give students different writing product options, and to teach skills related to the writing process. The chart below offers grouping strategies that can be used:
	Strategy
	Focus of Differentiation
	Definition
	Example

	Interest Centers or Interest Groups
	Readiness

Interest
	Interest centers (usually used with younger students) and interest groups (usually used with older students) are set up so that learning experiences are directed toward a specific learner interest. Allowing students to choose a topic can be motivating to them.
	Interest Centers - Centers can focus on specific writing skills, such as steps in the writing process, and provide examples and activities that center on a theme of interest, such as sports or movies.

Interest Groups – When writing persuasive essays, students can work in pairs on topics of interest.

	Flexible Grouping
	Readiness

Interest

Learning Profile
	Students work as part of many different groups depending on the task and/or content. Sometimes students are placed in groups based on readiness, other times they are placed based on interest and/or learning profile. Groups can either be assigned by the teacher or chosen by the students. Students can be assigned purposefully to a group or assigned randomly. This strategy allows students to work with a wide variety of peers and keeps them from being labeled as advanced or struggling.
	The teacher may assign groups based on readiness for direct instruction on the writing process, and allow students to choose their own groups and methods for acquiring background information on a writing topic (i.e., watching a video or reading an article).


Source: Access Center. (2010). The Access Center: Improving Outcomes for All Students K-8. Differentiated Instruction for Writing. Retrieved from http://www.k8accesscenter.org/training_resources/writingdifferentation.asp

