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One way to differentiate instruction is by creating more opportunities for interaction. The “carousel” approach is a way to engage students when implementing a K-W-L (what I know, what I want to know, what I learned). 

Step By Step

· Decide on the major topic the students will cover during a particular unit and write each of those topics on a sheet of chart paper; then post each sheet of chart paper in a different area of the classroom. If students are studying the settling of the West, you may want to post three charts: one headed “Ways of Living, one headed “Food”, and one headed “Location.”
· Divide students into the same number of groups as there are charts hanging in the room (in this example, three). 

· Give each group a marker in a different color, and ask those students to go to one of the charts.

· Ask each group to appoint a recorder. The recorder’s job is to list on the chart the things the group thinks they know about the topic.

· After a few minutes, have them rotate to another chart. Ask each group to review what the other students already wrote on that chart, put a checkmark (with the marker that’s their color) beside those things they also know about the topic and then make their own additions to the list.

· Tell the students that at this point they should just ignore anything they think is wrong. As they read and study the material, it will become clearer whether anything needs to be changed.

· Keep this up until all students are back at the charts they started with. Now ask each group to select a reporter.

· Give everyone a few minutes to look over all the information on their charts. Then ask each reporter to give the class a brief verbal summary of the information on the chart their group started.
· After each group reports, ask the class to think of some question they have about each of the topics. List these in writing on the board so that all the students can see and refer to them during their study.

· After they complete the unit of study, have the students return to the charts and discuss what they’ve learned both within their original groups and with the entire class.

You’ve gotten students up and moving around, which helps the kinesthetic learners; you’ve got them talking and listening, which helps the auditory learners; and you got them making lists, which helps the visual learners.

Further differentiating

If you observe students who seem to already know more than you intended to address during the unit of study, try having the students opt out of some of the other activities associated with this unit and work on independent projects related to the unit of study.  For example, ask each of those students to select a specific in-depth question the class has come up with, research that question, and then make a presentation to the class. 
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