Differentiation Tip: Knowing Your Learner
As teachers, we all know there is immense overlap between genders, and that each child is an inherently sacrosanct individual not to be limited by gender stereotype, but we all know boys and girls learn differently (Gurian, Henly, & Trueman, 2001, p. 8). This tip focuses on knowing your learners and thinking about classroom gender adjustments.

	Girls
	Boys

	Clear expectations of expected and choice activities

· Details

· Novelty
	More and varying stimulants to keep them interested and attentive to their learning

· Provide stations, changing assignments

· Novelty

	· Girls do well with short or long instruction

· Include enough detail for them to be successful
	· Short directions

· Boys listening skills decrease after one minute

	· Instruction and opportunity to develop personal vocabulary

· Opportunities to develop communication skills that use details
	· Opportunities to use their jargon and codes in reading and writing

· Examples include sports talk, cowboy lingo

	Space

· A workspace where collaboration can take place if needed or wanted
	Space

· Boys need to have a workspace to spread out

	Movement

· Girls need less movement 

· Movement helps all learners to focus and refocus
	Movement

· Allow for physical movement

· Provide fidget items

	Group work

· Girls in cooperative groups attend to social interactions better than boys

· Need guidelines and roles for working well in a variety of grouping patterns

· Use think-pair-share

· Small group discussions to help girls process math and science
	Group work

· Flexible grouping

· Work in pairs

· Very specific roles for group work

· Ensure boys and girls working together are benefiting from the experience

	Boredom/Restlessness

· Clear expectations of expected and choice activities
	Boredom/Restlessness

· Alternative or supplemental activities when they are bored or restless

	Encourage girls to be achievers, take chances, and be leaders
	Permit boys to be sensitive and caring and not be inhibited from expressing their feelings
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