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The following is a list of activities that can be used to provide learners with opportunities to process information that has been presented, read, viewed or encountered through direct, hands-on experience. 

1. Turn To Your Neighbor And... (3-5 minutes) "Turn to your neighbor and see if he or she agrees with the statement I have written on the board. If there is a disagreement, how can you use last night's reading assignment to prove the point?" 

2. A Note to a Friend (5-10 minutes) At the end of an explanation or demonstration, pass out a sheet of paper and ask each student to write a note to a friend explaining the process, rule, or concept they have just learned about. 

3. Sort The Items (5-10 minutes) The teacher asks students to place ideas, concepts, or statements in categories defined by the teacher. For example, the teacher might ask "Which statements were based on fact? " and "Which statements were based on inference?" 

4. Jumbled Summary (5-10 minutes) The teacher writes key words or phrases from an explanation or introduction in a random order on an acetate sheet or on a page to be photocopied. Following the presentation, the teacher asks pairs to "unscramble" the terms and reorder them in correct sequence. 

5. Alphabet Summary (5-10 minutes) At the end of an explanation or demonstration, give each student a different letter of the alphabet and ask then to think of one word or idea beginning with that letter that is connected to the topic just concluded 

6. Draw A Picture (5-10 minutes) At the end of a segment of teacher directed instruction, ask participants to work in pairs to create a graphic summary of how they would organize information, reach a conclusion, or interact differently based on the demonstration you just provided. 

7. K-W-L Trio (15 minutes) Before a video, lecture, or reading, have students work in threes to write down what they already know about the subject, and what they want to know about the subject. Then show the video, deliver the lecture, or engage the group in the reading. Then have each trio circle the "known" information that was covered, put asterisks next to the questions that were answered, and add other things they learned as a result of the film, lecture, or reading. 

8. Drill Partners (15 minutes) Have students drill each other on facts they need to recall until they are certain both partners know and can remember them all. This works effectively with vocabulary terms, sight recognition of birds, leaves, mathematical symbols and shapes, and grammar. 

9. Writing Response Groups (20 minutes) Students read and respond to each other's written work by marking passages that they think are effective with a star, and underlining what they don't understand or think is weak. Errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling, or format are circled. Then they discuss their observations with the writer. 

10. Send-a-Problem (10-20 minutes) Each student on a team makes up a question or review problem and writes it down on a flashcard. The author of each problem/question asks the question of his/her team members. If they do not have consensus on the answer, the group works on the problem or rewords it until everyone can explain/agree. Next, the team passes their stack of review questions to another team for review. 

Source: Pappas, P. (2010). Short takes for active student engagement from http://www.edteck.com/blocks/2_pages/short.htm

