Afraid of Pre-Assessment?

Well, don’t be!  I’m here to help.

Pre-assessment does not have to be in the form of a test or set of questions that must then be graded.  Please read on to find why pre-assessment is valuable and some quick options to help you maximize your time.

Why do you want to pre-assess?

· Maximizes your limited time, teach them only what they don’t already know!

· Helps you construct differentiated learning tasks

· Reacquaints you with your students before each new unit

· Allows you to determine students readiness to learn

· Assist in proper group placement for your students

What do you need to know to pre-assess?

· Need clearly stated objectives

· Decide what information would be most useful to know

· Determine the best way to pre-assess

· Keep it concise

· Do it early

Pre-Assessment Techniques  (I will be sending more pre-assessment ideas in the future.)
Boxing – On a large piece of paper, students draw a box in the center and a smaller box inside the first box.  In the outside box, answer ‘what do I know?’ In the inside box, answer ‘what do I want to learn?’  Now in the outside box, write ‘what else do I know?’ and ‘how does it fit?’  In the inside box, draw a visual representation to explain the topic.  Finally, in the middle of the box, look at all the information and summarize ‘what does that say?’

