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Differentiation Tip 1: Pre-assessment (Roberts & Inman, 2007)
Preassessing students leads to understanding who already knows, understands, and/or can use the content or can demonstrate the skill. This helps document the starting place for students, and if using a paper pencil approach, serves as a record of accountability for the teaching decisions made that provide the best match for content, product and process for each learner.

Examples Include:

Mind Map- Provides a way for students to record what they know in a visual manner. Students write the topic at the center of their visual presentation, then write related ideas that stem from the center. Inspiration Software is a mind mapping tool, and can be explored at http://www.inspiration.com/
The Five Most Difficult Questions- Determine the 5 most difficult questions you want the students to be able to answer by the end of the unit. This can be offered to students that want to be able to show what they know and can do to earn the opportunity for further learning at appropriate challenging levels, for example, engaging in an independent study.
End of the Unit Assessment- Provides the opportunity for students to show what they know, understand and can do in the unit prior to beginning it.  
Open Ended Question- Allows students to respond at whatever level he or she understands the concept or topic. Instruct students to jot down on paper what they know about the topic. Then sort the papers into three piles forming three groups defined by their readiness to learn about the topic. Some students may write very little, and others may fill the page. 
Source: Roberts, J.L & Inman, T. F. (2007). Strategies for differentiating instruction: Best practices for the classroom.  Waco, TX: Prufrock Press. 

