Differentiation Tip: Increasing Complexity through Questioning

Continuing on with the theme of increasing complexity in reading and the work of Ellin Oliver Keene, Mosaic of Thought (2007), the following chart presents a framework for increasing complexity through Questioning.

Questioning
	Proficient Readers

Readers must continually ask themselves questions about the meaning of the text and to monitor their understanding of the text.

	Advanced Readers

Advanced readers generally like to question the text they are reading but need support in increasing the complexity of the questions they ask and sorting through the questions will be most effective in enhancing comprehension. They may also need support in using metacognitive questions to monitor their understanding of the text. 

	From Basic                                                                           To More Challenging

	Yes/No/Answerable
“What do you wonder?”

“What seems confusing?”

“What do you want or need to know in order to understand better?”
	Unanswered
Questions address deeper themes, bigger ideas 
“Why does the rabbit want to be a different color?”
	Ethical, Existential, Evaluative
Questions raise issues about ethics, life in general or values

“Why do people die?”

“Was this character a good person?”

	Prompts for Fiction Text

Develops relevant inquires that will provide needed information for solving a problem and/or deepening comprehension of the text
· When you get stuck with understanding the story, what questions are you asking yourself to help?
· What questions are you asking to help yourself understand the story from different points of view or perspectives?

· What could you ask yourself to help understand the story from a different perspective?

· How do the questions I’m asking help me to know if I understand a different perspective?
	 Prompts for Non-Fiction Text

Develops relevant inquires that will provide needed information for solving a problem and/or deepening comprehensions of the text

· When you get stuck with understanding the story, what questions are you asking yourself to help?

· What questions are you asking to help yourself understand the story from different points of view or perspectives?

· What could you ask yourself to help understand the story from a different perspective?

· How do the questions I’m asking help me to know if I understand a different perspective?
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