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One way to differentiate questioning is through the use of Drop Everything And Question (D.E.A.Q.).  Through the use of key words and sample questions, both you and your students can generate questions that address a wide range of thinking skills.
Step-by-Step

· Turn the Key Words and Sample Questions from Bloom’s Taxonomy (next page) and make one copy of this page for each student in the class.

· Hand out those copies to the students and assign different levels of questions to individuals or groups of students. Explain that their task is to come up with a written set of questions that are at the assigned level and relate to a specific topic of study.

· Set a timer for 5-10 minutes and challenge students to see how many question everyone can generate in the given time.

· That includes you. Do the same thing the students are doing at the same time they’re doing it, assign yourself one of the higher levels.
· Collect all questions. Look through what you’ve collected and choose appropriate questions to include in class discussions, on assessments, as journal topics, or for group discussions. Include some of your own in the mix.

You’ve differentiated the level of questions you assigned to certain students according to their readiness for the content. By directing the more in-depth and challenging question assignments to the students who are reading for that kind of complexity and asking other students to generate those questions that simplify the content, you’re helping everyone to succeed.  You can apply this same kind of differentiation (readiness for content) when you ask individual students or groups of students to respond to questions the class has generated.
	Examples:

Math: Imagine there were no more circles. Write two paragraphs about what it would be like (synthesis)

Science: List all the ways you can think of in which matter and energy interact. (knowledge)

Social Studies: Explain the effect of the assassination of President John Kennedy on the people of the United States. (comprehension) 

Literacy: Compare and contrast the story with another one you have read. (analysis)


Source

Hollas, B. (2005). Differentiating instruction in a whole-group setting. Peterborough, NH: Crystal Springs Books. 

Key Words & Sample Questions from Bloom’s Taxonomy
LEVEL 1: KNOWLEDGE
Recalling basic facts, concepts, and terms.

Key words: define, describe, label, list, match, memorize, recall, recite, record, select, show, tell, what, when, where, who, why, write
Sample questions:

· Which one?

· List. . . 

· Name the . . .

· When did ________ happen?

· How much?

Example: List the products of the state of Hawaii. 
LEVEL 2: COMPREHENSION

Demonstrating or showing understanding of facts and ideas. 
Key words: classify, compare, contrast, demonstrate, explain, express, infer, locate, outline, paraphrase, restate, review, rewrite, show, summarize
Sample questions:

· What is the main idea of  . . . ?

· Which statements support . . .?

· Give an example of . . . ?

· Explain the reasons . . . ?

Example: Explain the reasons that Pearl Harbor was bombed.
LEVEL 3: APPLICATION
Applying knowledge to new or unfamiliar situations; using what has been learned.

Key words: Apply, associate, build, calculate, construct, develop, diagram, display, dramatize, draw, illustrate, integrate, interpret, interview, make, model, paint, plan, reformat, research, solve
Sample questions:

· How would you. . 

· What examples cay you find to . . .

· Tell what would happen if . . .

· Predict what might happen if . . .

Example: Construct a timeline of the events leading up to the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
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LEVEL 4: ANALYSIS

Examining and breaking information into parts.

Key words: analyze, categorize, classify, compare, contrast, debate, diagram, discover, distinguish, illustrate, inspect, investigate, question, separate, simplify, solve, study, take apart
Sample questions:

· How would you classify . . .?

· How would you categorize . . .?

· Can you critique . . .?

· Make a distinction.

· Separate the facts and the opinions.

Example: Compare and contrast the climates of the states of Hawaii and Texas.
LEVEL 5: SYNTHESIS

Putting information together in new ways; combining content into a pattern that is different.

Key words: Adapt, build, compose, construct, create, design, discuss, form, imagine, invent, make, prepare, produce, transform
Sample questions:

· Propose an alternative.

· How else would you . . .

· What way would you design . . . ?

· Predict the outcome if . . .

· Write a new ending.

Example: write a letter to the editor of the Honolulu Star-Bulletin elaborating on the reasons why you think that very expensive shops are taking over along the beachfront. Offer solutions to the problem.
LEVEL 6: EVALUATION

Make judgments about information, evaluating based on a set of criteria.
Key words: argue, assess, conclude, debate, defend, dispute, estimate, forecast, formulate, interpret, judge, prove recommend
Sample questions:

· What is your opinion of . . .?

· What choice would you have made?

· Based on your knowledge, how would you explain . . .?

· Find the errors.

· Rate the . . . 

Example: Would you rather live in Hawaii or where you live now?

