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Differentiation Tip: Responsive Learning Environment 
“Changing the learning environment to support differentiation ultimately relies upon the teacher.” Tomlinson (1999) reminds us, "principles of teaching guide us, but are not recipes" (p. 31). She suggests creating "healthy" classroom environments. As starting points, which she advocates can be revised, added to, or subtracted from, Tomlinson gives us these ingredients:
· The teacher appreciates each child as an individual. 

· The teacher remembers to teach whole children. 

· The teacher continues to develop expertise. 

· The teacher links students to ideas. 

· The teacher strives for joyful learning. 

· The teacher helps students make their own sense of ideas. 

· The teacher shares the teaching with students. 

· The teacher clearly strives for student individuality. 

· The teacher uses positive energy and humour. 

· Discipline is more covert than overt (pp. 31–34). 

Ask Yourself About You Classroom Community?
· How do we begin and end our time together?

· In what ways do students assume ownership of the classroom?

· How do we understand and celebrate our similarities? Our differences?
· How do I know that each student feels included in the community? What action do I take to ensure this?

· How do I interact with students? How do students interact with each other?
· What are indicators that the classroom is a “safe” environment physically, emotionally and intellectually?

· How are problems solved and conflicts resolved?

· What happens when student behavior reflects a breakdown in the community?

· How do I give affirmation to students’ strengths? How do I respond to deficits?

· How are expectations communicated and evaluated?

· How do students assume responsibility for their own learning and behavior?
· How do I promote teamwork?

· In what ways do students take risks with their learning?

· How is this a place where my students and I collaborate to work hard and have fun together?
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