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Differentiation Tip: Strategies for Student Choice

Everyone likes to play a part in decision-making. Students are no different. When given the opportunity to make choices about their learning, no matter how small, students are more invested. When the entire classroom is built on this foundation, students with various readiness levels fit into the process without any type of sigma attached. Below is a spectrum of options for student-choice. Begin where you as the teacher are most comfortable then move further up the list mixing and matching strategies as appropriate. (Javits Course, 2009, p. 6)
· Literature Choice: Allow the student to read one of two pieces of literature that you have chosen. Both can come from the required text or book list, if the level is appropriate for the gifted reader. If not, you must provide choices at the appropriate level of instruction. Have the gifted reader use the grade level selection and another work that is the appropriate level. Have the student compare the two pieces in content, vocabulary, figurative language, etc.

· Assessment Choice: Give the student the option of doing two different worksheets, two different exercises, two different projects, etc. based on his or her skill level, interests and learning styles. Again, these are prepared and managed by the teacher. As you become more comfortable with the process, begin offering more choices.

· Question Cards: Make a set of color-coded question cards. Use the different levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic69.htm or the analytical questions, critical thinking, executive processes, and creative thinking skills to make a set of generic questions using the key words presented in one of the previous differentiation tips.

Use these cards in place of the comprehension questions at the end of each lesson. Have all of your students choose one to several questions from each color to answer in a group discussion or conference with the teacher; in a written answer; or as a product.

· Key Words: Provide students with a list of key words from Bloom’s Taxonomy of Higher Level Thinking Skills http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic69.htm and/or key words from the analytical questions, critical thinking, executive processes, and creative thinking skills presented in one of the previous differentiation tips.  Have students write and answer
Source: Javits Course. (2009). Differentiated Instruction Reading Lessons. Reading for the Gifted Learner.

