Differentiation Tip: Increasing Complexity through visualization

Continuing on with the theme of increasing complexity in reading and the work of Ellin Oliver Keene, Mosaic of Thought (2007), the following chart presents a framework for increasing complexity through visualization.

Visualization

	Proficient Readers
Readers use sensory information from the text to create a mental image of the story or information received. The more complete the image, the higher level of comprehension. 


	Advanced Readers
Advanced readers may need support in adjusting their pace so that they can attend to all the sensory information provided by the text in order to create a more complete mental image.



	From Basic                                                                           To More Challenging

	Pictures events to fill in information and create visual images.
	Uses all senses and details from the text; elaborates


	Uses images and senses to make comparisons and determine author’s purpose, able to connect why the author used the words he/she used to create meaning



	Prompts for Fiction Text
Visualizes the situation described in the text in order to manipulate it to deepen comprehension

· How does this image help you to understand the story?

· What clues from the text help you to change or add to your visualization?


	 Prompts for Non-Fiction Text
Visualizes the information presented by the author when appropriate and uses the image to sort and organize information

· What details does the author give you about your topic that make it easy to visualize?

· How can you use these images to help you organize the information you are getting from the text?




Source: Colleary, S. & Batzel, T. (2010, February). Taking reading to the next level. Presentation at Beyond Giftedness Annual Conference, Denver, CO

