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Strength Area: 
Language Arts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IB 

Authoring 
Internships 

Specialized diploma 
Post secondary literature 

 

 
Junior Great Books 

Philosophy for children 
Specialized curriculum 
Language arts seminars 
Debate and Poetry clubs 

Advanced summer L.A. programs 
Mentorship - exploratory/investigative 
Competitions (writing, speech, drama) 

College of William & Mary units 
Early entrance into AP Composition/Literature 

Online advanced course (APEX learning, EPGY, Colorado Online) 
 

Career Studies 
Foreign language 
Literature Circles 

Accelerated instruction 
Differentiated writing prompts 

Pre-assessment of language arts skills 
Advanced language arts learning centers 
Literature at advanced instructional level 

Vertical progression on reading and writing continuums 
Early instruction in research, presentation, and study skills 

Opportunities to submit work for real-world publication 
Comparison of concepts in literature in different cultures 

Navigator Novel Study Guides (College of William and Mary) 
Study of interdisciplinary themes, concepts, multicultural, and global issues 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 What if a student who needs to do an independent study can’t find a topic to work on? 
 

Suggest that the student brainstorm a list of things that pop into his head or make a list of questions 
that he would like to answer. Then he should prioritize the list according to how much he would 
like to study each topic, by putting them in numerical order, or by arranging them on a target, with 
the most desired topic in the “bull’s eye.” Either of these ideas should help the student determine a 
topic. Another idea is to browse the books in the nonfiction area to find a topic. 

 
How can a teacher justify using time for independent study activities when many students are below 
grade level? 

 
As the teacher allows gifted students to work on independent projects, she will actually have more 
time to work with other students. The independent study allows the gifted students to work at their 
own pace on their own topics of interest, independently.  
 

What should the focus of instruction be for students who are proficient on Language Arts and Writing 
standards?   

 
Utilize standards beyond their grade level placement to encourage continued growth.  Ensure that 
students are reading a variety of genre, writing in a variety of styles and purposes.  Students 
should be engaging in discussions about various pieces of quality literature as they pertain to a 
theme. 
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