[image: image1.png]-

/\%mnns




__________________________________________________________________

    Oct. 21, 2008

     Dear Parents,

     I would like to explain high school transition and the services that are available to your child after high school graduation. 

     A youth with an IEP may attend school until end of the semester or trimester in which they turn 21 if there are unmet goals.  Once a student ends that semester, or he/she graduates, all school district services end.
     What is available to youth with developmental disabilities after high school is very limited.  Some services should be arranged years before graduation.

Social Security 
     An adult child can apply for Social Security Income (SSI) immediately before they turn 18.  They can qualify based on only their income if their disability is determined to be significant enough.  It is difficult to speak to any representatives locally on the phone because of the enormous demands on their office, and appointments must be made in advance by phone or online.  If you do go for an appointment it’s very important you bring all documents at that time.  You need to understand that most applications are denied initially, and reapplying is standard.  Use the website to answer your questions.  www.ssa.gov
Community Connections 
    You can enroll now!  When students become eligible you can chose what services you want them to provide, or chose no services.  Enrolling is easy, but if you wait until graduation your child could be waiting for years.

    In Colorado adults with developmental disabilities are provides services through Community Center Boards (CCB).   In our area it is Community Connections Inc., which is a non-profit that has been operating for over 25 years in this region.  They provide services by billing Medicaid, so having Social Security as an adult is important.  Services they provide are called “Supported Living” and “Comprehensive”.  Supported Living services are things like job support, attending activities at the Holly House, health care and supervision for community activities. These services are being a provided while youth live with their family or in another independent situation.  Comprehensive care includes a living situation that is typically a host home or a home with a live in employee and 2 or 3 other adults.  It can be 24/7 care or support for otherwise independent adults.
     Once you enroll with CCI your child is placed on a waitlist.  When there is an opening (usually after 2 years or more) you will be contacted and you can then select exactly what services you would like.  The waitlist for Comprehensive services is typically much, much longer.  There is a ballot issue this November to end the waitlist (Amendment 51) so that could potentially change.

    You may apply when a child is 14 and we all strongly recommend you do so!  Call Tara Keine at Community Connections at 385-3458 for help.  
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
     This is a service that works like an employment agency for adults with disabilities who want to work.  Typically we will get youth who plan on working after high school enrolled with them a few months before graduation.  If a youth is receiving Social Security they are automatically “eligible” for their services, but they still need to do another application.  What they typically provide is a job coach (usually through Community Connections), training if appropriate, and various other needs.  They limit their help to youth who are going to be able to be competitively employed with minimal help after high school.  Call 247-3161, our local office, for more information.
     These are the main agencies that provide help to graduating students.  While in high school students have good care, education and services provided.  If parents don’t act early, these same students can be without any help outside your home and circle of support when they graduate.  

Please ask your students’ case manager any questions, or call me at 769-2182 if you have questions or would like my help.  

Lauren Ellison

Transition Coordinator

San Juan Board of Cooperative Services
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