College Foreign Language Requirements :  From research 3/2010
From Fort Lewis College

Dear Lauren,


Thank you for your message.  While FLC strongly prefers a foreign language (only 1 year of HS), we do have the flexibility to waive this recommendation for students.   Any applicant with a 103 index score or above is exempt from the HEAR standards (including the foreign language).  For students with an index score of 102 and below who don’t have 1 year of a foreign language, they can still be considered for admission.  For these students, we would like to see a letter from an educator stating why the student did not take a language.  A secondary letter from the student as well would be appreciated.


Once the student is here, he or she should be OK.  FLC does not require foreign languages as part of its general education program.  

Feel free to contact me with any questions.


Sincerely,


Andy Burns

From Colorado State University

Lauren:

Thanks for providing your email address! I hope I transcribed it correctly so that this gets to you.

It sounds as if you are aware of the state’s Higher Education Admission Requirements (applicable to all four year state colleges/universities), which do NOT allow for “waivers” of the admission requirements in the presence of disabilities. HOWEVER, the individual colleges/universities still have the authority to admit students who do not satisfy HEAR on a space available basis. 

So, two key things I would say in this case: 

1) We’ve had really good luck with students taking American Sign Language to meet the foreign language requirement when the district otherwise has “waived” foreign language for graduation requirements. If your student wants to present as strong a portfolio as possible (for out of state schools, potentially, as well), it may be worth investigating ASL as an option.

2) If ASL is not on option (due to availability, interest, nature of the disability, whatever), all of the four year schools in Colorado still are able to consider your student for admission without his having satisfied the foreign language component of HEAR, but he technically will be considered on a “space available” basis. That being said, I don’t think any of the state schools met or exceeded their space availability for such exceptions last year (so it’s not as competitive as it sounds).

You are right in acknowledging that other factors may come into play. If a student is lacking foreign language AND there are other concerns about the student’s academic preparation and achievement, the lack of foreign language may become more significant in the admission decision. If everything else is pretty much in line with our typical admitted student profile, however, and there are not other deficiencies or discrepancies, the lack of foreign language will not be the sole deciding factor that prevents a student from being admissible.

I hope this helps! Please feel free to contact me again anytime with questions 
Timalyn 

Timalyn O'Neill
Assistant Director of Operations

Office of Admissions

Colorado State University

Fort Collins CO  80523-1062

P: 970-491-3972

F: 970-491-7799

http://admissions.colostate.edu/
From University of Colorado (from phone conversation with admissions)
They have a graduation requirement of 2 levels (3 semesters) of foreign language that all students must meet, but, through the Speech Path. Dept they developed and deliver a “Modified Foreign Language” series of classes for students with a disability.  It is taught appropriately, using multi-sensory methods, and at a slower pace.
School of Mines
My last conversation with them was that they are probably not going to adopt the HEAR guidelines.  This means they can have their own admissions standards, which typically exceed all state colleges, but probably won’t include the foreign language.
Information compiled by Lauren Ellison, March 2010

