Vocational Awareness

9th*
GOAL:  Student will identify their interest areas using personality information.

12th*
This inventory provides information that can help the student learn about their career direction and how it fits with their personality and interests.  An adult will always need to discuss the assessment and results, and direct a students’ further research.



Preferrred:  
College in Colorado Website:  requires Internet, registration and login. Their “Interest Finder” is the same instrument as the “Interest Profiler” from O*NET. Both are Holland Personality inventories.  “Interest Finder” will take approximately 15- 30 minutes.


http://www.collegeincolorado.org/home.aspx
Alternative: 
 O*NET – 
 Interest Profiler: can be downloaded as a software program for free. This program is 140 questions and many students will need assistance reading and answering.  It can be done in 15 - 30 minutes and it gives good information about Holland Personality Types that can directly link to career exploration.  You need to continue to the end to get matching career information.
If having you want to put the software on your computer.


http://www.onetcenter.org/CIP.html


Paper copy at:



http://www.onetcenter.org/IP.html
Alternative -Personal Exploration Guide –Holland Personality test, simple and quick.  Easier reading level and fewer questions.  Copy included.  Will still work with the career research.  

9th *       GOAL:  Student will use individual personality information to identify and research

             potential careers.
“Career Research” directs the initial steps of a career investigation.  Every  student will need some adult guidance.  Repeat “Career Research” as often as a student has new ideas.
Transition Online  – Copy included for website exploration and teacher use.  Look there for links.  
9th*
Career Research  - Can be repeated and extended as needed.  This is much better to do sitting with the student, but can be done independently by many students. 
COLLEGE IN COLORADO DIRECTIONS

1. In College in Colorado site – Home > Plan> Explore Career Options

· Technical and Occupational Careers – lists careers and schools

· Career Search by Keyword – enter career name

· Career Lists – by career cluster or alphabetically 

· Career Matching Assistant – can narrow the list by making other choices.  This is where you can enter you Interest Finder (Holland) results.
2. You can save careers of interest to a “Career Account” and return later for information.  There are some careers with videos.  If not use Career Voyages to view career videos.
3. CHOICES is embedded in this website.  Motivated students can do in depth investigations with CHOICES.  It has another version of the Holland called “Interest Profiler” that uses one question at a time.
O*NET DIRECTIONS
1.  If you have job titles, use O*Net Online http://online.onetcenter.org/ 

site select, “Find Occupations” to enter job titles.  To search by Holland Codes go to “O*NET Descriptors” – pull down to” Interest” , click on an interest type, like realistic, then enter top 3 interest areas.  This will give you career lists.  
2.  Nothing is saved, so all information needs to be written or printed.
3.  There is also sections on: Skills Search, Crosswalk Search and Tools and Technology Search.
4.  This is a good site to find specific information quickly.
5.  If you already know the Holland Scores, and want to find matching career use the software “Interest Profiler”(described on previous page).  Go through all the screens until you get to one that asks if you’ve taken this before.  Select “Yes” then enter the numerical scores from a previous test. This will give you a list of matching careers.

6.  Use Career Voyages to watch videos.
COMPARISION OF COLLEGE IN COLLORADO AND O*NET WEBSITES

COLLEGE IN COLORADO- Preferred.  Most students will have accounts started in 9th grade
ADVANTAGES:  Saves information so each time you return you can see what you have worked on previously.  Extensive information in multiple categories.  Very useful for someone who takes the time to become familiar with it.  Any college bound 11th or 12th grade student should be connected to this site.  Has career information on trades as well as college careers.  Easier site for students to do career research independently, once he/she knows how to use the site.

DISAVANTAGES:  Login and password required to get very far into site.  Dense and anyone can get easily lost and frustrated. It is written at relatively high reading level.  It requires motivation and instruction to learn how to use this site.  
O*NET – Alternative or supplemental
ADVANTAGES: Easy to use, can directly get to site without logins or pages to click through. Can access information very quickly.  The software is free and doesn’t require Internet connection.
DISADVANTAGES:  Does not remember information so must make notes or print pages.  Really needs a teacher to help student understand the meaning of the information.

Make sure to take notes, print pages, and put everything in the “Transition Folder” so you can revisit this process with the student again as they mature and change interests.
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