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Lesson Summary

Why is it important to record your thinking for other people to see?  How do you think the best way we can show thinking for such a large group?

While reading the book The Liberation of Gabriel King the students in grades 3-5 at Fort Lewis Mesa Elementary School will be contributing to a whole group discussion pertaining to the book.  During Read Aloud time in the different classrooms, the students will be asked to record their thinking in composition books referring to the Thinking Strategies taught during Reader’s Workshop.   Students will also use “stickies” or post-it notes to record their thinking.  

A class page using Blogger will be created that will be used during the read aloud time.  
Using the SmartBoard the students in 4th grade will first be shown how to access the blog site. They will be directed how to access the class page in Blogger that will be in the school’s shared folder.  That 4th grade class in turn will teach the other 3rd grade and 5th grade classes how to use the web site.  
The blog will contain questions for each chapter that students can access at any time. They will be directed to post comments to questions about each chapter. They will be able to look at other students posts and respond to those also.  
Once the book is finished the classes will get together in the rooms with the SmartBoards and view all the posts.  Also, games and quizzes using QUIA, (another class web page that has already been created) will be played.

Students will brainstorm in each class possible answers to the following question

1. Did you enjoy posting responses?

2. Can you think of a better way to discuss a book with a group this large?

3. What was the point of blogging?
4. Is blogging a good use of time?

Standards

READING AND WRITING
1. Students read and understand a variety of materials. 

2. Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

3. Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 

4. Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 


         6.     Students read and recognize literature as a record of human

                 experience.
Technology Integration
To begin with, the teacher will show one class using the SmartBoard  what a blog is, how to access the class blog, and how to post a comment.  In turn the students will use the SmartBoard to demonstrate to the other classes what a blog is, how to access the class blog, and how to post a comment.  Also, students will use the SmartBoard to show their own posts.
Students will also use the school’s computer lab to post comments.
Culminating Activity
When the book is completed by all five classes, the students will brainstorm any other final posts.  These will be added by the teacher.  The classes will then get together for an afternoon of sharing favorite posts using the Smartboards.  At this time any games or quizzes created will be shared such as a Jeopardy game using the SmartBoard for a competition between classes.
Assessment
Students will be assessed during the whole posting of comments. They will be checked for proper grammar usage when posting a comment.  They also will be evaluated for comprehension when class discussion about the Liberation of Gabriel King takes place in the classroom.  During the quiz student reports will be printed out using the QUIA web site.

Resources

http://readingroadrunners.blogspot.com/
http://www.quia.com/
Book: The Liberation og Gabriel King

