5th Grade Student/Parent Book Club
Subject Area—Social Studies/Reading/Writing
Grade Level—5th Grade

Lesson Summary


Fifth Grade teachers analyzed student achievement data in the fall of 2007 and found that our students did not perform well on reading non-fiction text.  The SMART goal for reading focused on improving reading and the action plan focused on students learning how to determine importance from non-fiction text.   The 5th grade PLC team focused on this goal throughout the 2007-2008 school year. 


We wanted to bring parents in on a whole new level as partners in their children’s education.  I proposed a 5th grade student/parent book club where parents would read the same book as their 5th grade child and participate in a discussion about the book.  We wanted to teach parents about “Thinking Strategies” (connections, questioning, visualizing, inferring, determining importance and synthesizing) to assist them in helping their children comprehend text throughout their school and adult careers.


The 5th grade team chose “Dog of Discovery” as the non-fiction book to use for the book club.  The book would serve the purpose of enhancing the “Lewis and Clark” unit of study and the study of “thinking strategies”.  

Essential Questions:  How did the “Core of Discovery” help the United States?   How will “Thinking Strategies” impact a student’s /parent’s life? How can I, as a parent, help improve my child’s reading comprehension?

State Standards:

History Standard 1: Students understand the chronological organization of history and know how to organize events and people into major eras to identify and explain historical relationships. 

Reading Standard 1: Students read and understand a variety of materials. In order to meet this standard, students will 

· use comprehension skills such as previewing, predicting, inferring, comparing and contrasting, re-reading and self-monitoring, summarizing, identifying the author's purpose, determining the main idea, and applying knowledge of foreshadowing, metaphor, simile, symbolism, and other figures of speech; 

· make connections between their reading and what they already know, and identify what they need to know about a topic before reading about it; 

Technology Integration


The SMART board was used to present topics of discussion, Lewis and Clark background knowledge, interactive guided practice and to record student/parent thinking strategies.

Culminating Activity


 Because the format of our book club was to share learning each session, there was not a “culminating” activity.  Parents and children would share their thinking strategies throughout the 4 book club sessions.  The book discussion would happen during the first half of the class and then new thinking strategies would be introduced during the second half of the book club.  Students and parents would participate in guided practice of new thinking strategies.  Meals were served at each book club and child care was provided for siblings who may not be in the 5th grade.

Assessment


Strategies on how to take notes while reading was part of the lesson.  For example the participants learned about utilizing “sticky notes”  and two/three column notes.  Students/parents were not graded on their work but would share their sticky notes with questions, thoughts and answers at each book club.  Because this book was a part of the student’s actual classroom assignment, there was some accountability in the classroom.

Resources

www.PBS.org/lewisandclark/inside/index.html 
Power Point Presentations:  http://jc-schools.net/PPTs-la.html 
“Dog of Discovery”
Reading Strategies That Work

Mosaic of Thought

Photos


Coming soon…
