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                                          Lesson Summary
     In this comprehensive project, my students will learn about Tall Tales and the specific features or story elements that denote this genre of storytelling.  They will read and share Tall Tales and study actual characters.  Then my students will compare and contrast two characters of their choice.  This will lead to them creating their own superhuman main characters.   Next my students will write their own Tall Tales around their new character.  They will draw and color illustrations to accompany their Tall Tale.  These illustrations will be scanned onto the computer for use in a video slideshow.  Students will make an audio recording of themselves reading their story, which will be combined with their illustrations to create a video slideshow presentation.  These presentations will be viewed as a final culminating event by their parents at our classroom “Spring Fling” Open House using the Smartboard on May 1st 2008.
     Students will be studying the Tall Tale genre in a whole class group guided by the teacher.  They will break into pairs for parts of the project, with the option to also work by themselves for other aspects of their presentation.  Students will be collaborating with each other as well as with the classroom teacher and computer lab teacher.  Their final solution will be presented to their parents at an evening Open House.  
     These are some of the essential and subsidiary questions that will be addressed in this collaborative project.  What are the story elements of a Tall Tale?  1)  The story is larger than life with the main character possessing superhuman size or strength.  2)  The problem is solved in a funny or outrageous way.  3)  It has exaggerated details.  4)  It can be based on real or imaginary people.  What parts of the story make it a Tall Tale?  Is your character a legend or hero?  What exaggerations are made?  Is your character based on a real person?  Why were American Tall Tales created?  1)  They were stories told in bragging contests held around campfires, in towns, etc.  2)  They became popular in the 1800’s to entertain people.  3)  They told about the adventures of exploring the Wild West.  4)  They describe places and occupations in early America.  How do I visually create a character to show exaggerated strength or size or other qualities?  How do I describe a character and make it fun and interesting?  What requirements need to be met when writing a Tall Tale?  How do I edit my Tall Tale to make it better?  How do I create great illustrations for my Tall Tale?  How do I transfer this paper, pencil, and colored medium to the Smartboard?  How can I use my voice to best convey my story to the audience?  How do I create a video slideshow presentation?



 Colorado State Standards

Reading and Writing

Standard 1:  Students will read and understand a variety of materials.

Standard 2:  Students will write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Standard 3:  Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

Standard 4:  Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing.

Standard 5:  Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.
Standard 6:  Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience.




  Technology Integration

     Students will be using the Smartboard to research, read about, share, and discuss Tall Tales.  They will also be scanning illustrations into a picture file on the computer for use with their recorded Tall Tale audio to create a video slideshow presentation.  



   Culminating Activity

     Students will present their video slideshow to their parents at a “Spring Fling” Open House Night at Ignacio Elementary School on May 1st 2008.





  Assessment
Students will self assess with the same rubric that the teacher will use to grade their work and performance.
TALL TALE RUBRIC
Evaluator’s name _____________________________

Evident- 2

Somewhat evident- 1

Not evident- 0

Written Work Total Grade _____
_____Story has a setting

_____Story has at least 3 exaggerations

_____Main character has superhuman abilities

_____Main character solves a problem or defeats the “bad guy”
_____Plot was funny and impossible

Presentation Total Grade_____

Presentation has illustrations

_____Uses vocal expression that adds to story

_____Presentation has correct sequencing of events

_____Presentation flows smoothly 

_____Presentation shows creativity

AP (9-10) P+ (8) P (7) P- (6)  PP+ (5)  PP (4) PP- (3)  U (0-2) 
   Resources
Books:
Paul Bunyan by Steven Kellogg

Pecos Bill by Steven Kellogg

Pecos Bill and the Mustang by Harold W. Felton

The Bunyans by Audrey Wood and David Shannon

Thunder Rose by Jerdine Nolen and Kadir Nelson

Software:

Photo Story

XP pro moviemaker

Video/DVDs:
American Legends by Disney

Paul Bunyan by Rabbit Ears Storybook Classics

Pecos Bill by Rabbit Ears Storybook Classics

 Websites:

www.aaronshop.com/stories/folkhtml
www.americanfolklore.net/tt.html
www.ga.k12.pa.us/Academics/ls/4/la/4r/talltale/ttintro.htm
www.sarasota.k12.fl.us/bhs/bryan/bryan_talltale.html
http://42explore.com/talltale.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/TQ0312323/




Photos
     Photos of the students working on this collaborative project will be included at a later date, as we won’t actually start working on it until April of 2008. 
