Chub Club 

PowerPoint Project 
Subject Area- Reading, Writing, Technology, Science,
Grade Level – 4th 
Lesson Summary
            In September my class started raising Roundtail Chubs through a program hosted by the Colorado Division of Wildlife. Everyday we test the water, feed the fish and write down any observations we see. We have also been learning about fish, water testing, habitats and ecosystems. I knew I wanted the class to do a large project with the fish and I wanted to incorporate the Smartboard. So, we are creating a PowerPoint presentation about the fish and our year raising them. 
            The students will work in small groups to do research about the fish such as characteristics, habitat, conservation, etc. They will create paragraphs on these subjects that we can then incorporate into the PowerPoint presentation. I will work with each group on the Smartboard to find pictures, music and narration for the slides. We will also do slides about our experince raising the fish and the things we have learned about. 

             Since most of my students have never used PowerPoint they will be learning about it as well, and the Smartboard is a great way to teach it. I’m hoping that once I teach a few how to bring in pictures and music they will be able to teach the others and I can just supervise. The Smartboard really helps with group projects because the whole group can easily see the screen.

             The narration of the slides will be recorded using our microphone. This will bring in fluency practice and when we present the presentation younger students will hear as well a see what is on the slide.
              My students and I are excited about this project.

State Standards:

Reading Standards 1,4 & 5
Writing Standards 2 & 3

 Science Standards 3 & 5

                                           Technology Integration

After the groups have done their research and have their paragraphs written (they will be using the COW) we will put their work on the Smartboard so that we can work together on creating their Powerpoint slides. We will find pictures from the internet  and class activities to include and create the effects we want to use from PowerPoint. Once we have each slide just the way we want it we will include music and/or narration of the page.
Culminating Activity


Once we have our PowerPoint finished we will share it with the other fourth graders and parents.  We want others to learn about Roundtail Chubs and learn why they are important to their habitat.We will also share it with Leigh Gillette from the Division of Wildlife. She is the person who helped us get the fish. Hopefully she will be able to use our project to promote her Chubs in the Classroom Project to other teachers.
                                                     Assessment


Students will be graded on participation and cooperation. They are working in small groups so how they work with the group will be a large part of the grade. I will grade them based on my observations and on their final research. Since this is their first time using PowerPoint I will be helping them to create the slides. I will also ask them to evaluate themselves at the end of the project.
Resources


Our resources include websites about the Roundtail Chubs, presentations about the fish by Leigh Gillette from the DOW, our experience in raising the fish, and what we have learned about habitats and ecosystems in science class.
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Smartboard Fun

