Into Africa

Social Studies/language arts

6th-8th Grade

Lesson Summary

This lesson was designed through a collaborative effort by Strider Fitzpatrick and Michelle Brown to integrate technology, core subjects, and the media center.

Students will study different countries and cultures of Africa by researching social and environmental issues.  The different issues they will research are Aids/ HIV, Deforestation/Desertification, Hunger/Famine,

Genocide, Diamond Mining, and Child Soldiers.  Students will first locate reliable Internet resources and then collect information into an annotated bibliography.

After the initial research, students will evaluate and synthesize their information to complete the following tasks.

1) Students will respond to Intel’s online visual ranking tool to categorize the above social issues with regard to Africa. 

2) Each group of four will identify the problems caused by their assigned issue.

3) Explain how this issue affects people in Africa.

4) Develop a plan of action to help to solve the problems they identified.

5) Present their information and plan in a student/group created  Inspiration Web page.

The following prompt will set the theme for the project:

You have just become elite members in the worldwide organization called UNREAL (United Nations Relief and Emergency Aid League). As members of this organization it is your team's job to investigate one of the current issues in Africa and how this issue affects the people of that area, create an action plan to help solve this issue and present your findings to other members of UNREAL (your classmates) and the United Nations committee (Mr. Fitzpatrick and Ms. Brown).

The United Nations committee is giving 1 million dollars to the team that has the most effective presentation. The money will be used for relief and emergency aid to the people of Africa and will be disbursed through the winning group's action plan.

State Standards:

Geography:
STANDARD 2: 
Students know the physical and human characteristics of places, and use this knowledge to define and study regions and their patterns of change.

STANDARD 4:
Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict.

STANDARD 6:
Students apply knowledge of people, places, and environments to understand the past and present and to plan for the future.

Reading/Language arts:

STANDARD 1:
Students read and understand a variety of materials

STANDARD 2:
Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

STANDARD 3:
Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

STANDARD 4:
Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing.

STANDARD 5:
Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.

STANDARD 6:
Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience.

Technology Integration

Student groups will utilize the Smartboard to present their Web pages to classmates and teachers.

The Intel Visual Ranking teaching tool will be used as a pre and post assessment.

Inspiration software will be utilized to create web pages.

Online databases and the Internet will be used for research.

A Word document will be used to collect research.  (See annotated bibliography)

Culminating Activity

1) Students will be creating an Inspiration Web page for their culminating action plan and presenting it utilizing the Smartboard.

2) Students will re-evaluate the issues facing Africa using Intel’s Visual Ranking Tool.

Student examples of web pages:

http://escalante.durangoschools.org/teams/ocelots/7thPeriod/EliseBetsyWestlyLogan/hunger.htm  

http://escalante.durangoschools.org/teams/ocelots/6thPeriod/KatjaWyettJeremyHugo/coverpage.htm  

	Category
	A
	B
	C
	IP

	Research
	Students use and site many different types of sources in an accurate annotated bibliography 

They are able to organize what they have found in their web page. 

They locate 2 or more graphic images that gives accuracy to their web page
	Students use and site several sources of information in an accurate annotated bibliography

They organize what they have found

They have images on which they base their poster
	Students find information to use in their web page that is accurate and is correctly cited in a bibliography

Web page is based on images.
	Information in web page is inaccurate

There is little or no organization

web page is not based on images

No bibliography

	Product/

Display
	Web pages are neatly made, filled with graphics, well written explanations and captions that are easy to follow.  The web page gives a strong flavor of the issue studied.
	Web pages are neat and contain interesting graphics.  Captions are easy to read and understand.
	Web pages are neat and have graphics.  Captions are generally clear.
	Web pages are incomplete with few visuals or missing captions

	Essential question
	An introductory paragraph that clearly states the essential question, issues, and the order of the focus questions.

Body paragraphs that answer the focus questions and help to answer the essential question.

(What and Why)

A conclusion that that explains the plan and answers the essential question with the best facts. Must help to solve the problems students have identified. 

(Plan)
	An introductory paragraph that clearly states the essential question, issues, and the order of the focus questions.

Body paragraphs that answer the focus questions and help to answer the essential question.

(What and Why)

A conclusion that that explains the plan and answers the essential question with the best facts. Identifies ways to solve the problems students have identified. (Plan)


	An introductory paragraph that states the essential question , issues, and lists the focus questions.

Body paragraphs could answer the focus questions better and only partially help to answer the essential question.

A conclusion that that explains the plan  with the best facts. Identifies ways to solve the problems students have identified. (Plan)


	Introductory paragraph does not state the essential Q.

Body paragraphs could answer the focus questions better and do not help to answer the essential question.

Conclusion does not answer the essential question.

	Teamwork
	Students make an excellent Team.  Each group member supports the others and does more then their share of the work.
	Students make a good team and complete the project with pride.
	Students work as a team and finish the job.
	Students do not work as a team possibly allowing one person do all the work

	Delivery
	Students used a clear voice, had good posture, eye contact, and movement.  Presentation was well practiced
	Student used a clear voice, sometimes made eye contact, and movement was not distracting. Presentation was practiced
	Student voice was hard to hear, had little eye contact, and/or movement was sometime distracting. Presentation could be more practiced
	Student voice was hard to hear, had no eye contact, and/or movement was distracting.  Presentation could be more practiced


Resources


Students will be utilizing Inspiration software, Intel’s Online Visual Ranking Tool (http://educate.intel.com/en/thinkingtools/Visualranking/ ), Internet websites for research as well as Escalante’s online databases.

Annotated bibliography

Name(s): _________________ 

Topic: ___________________

Essential Question: ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
Reference Form


Bibliography:    
  Primary Source   
    
Secondary Source

(Use planner for correct format)

Notes: (Bullet form or paraphrase) Remember to use “Me” if these are your words or “Q” for a quote.

How does this source help you answer your essential question?

Annotation: (write an annotation only if you used the source for your project)

Database guide:

DATABASES and how to use them.

Note: this information can also be found on white page 26 of your planner. (if you want to use them at home)

WORLDBOOK ENCYCLOPEDIA:

http://www.worldbookonline.com 

ID = durango         Password = schools

ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA

GROLIER MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA

THE NEW BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE

LA NUEVA ENCICLOPEDIA CUMBRE

THE NEW BOOK OF POPULAR SCIENCE
LANDS AND PEOPLES

http://go.grolier.com 

Username = ems81303
Password = media

CULTUREGRAMS

http://online.culturegrams.com 

@ school Username = escalantems

@ school Password = cgrams

@ home Username = remoteescalante
@ home Password = cgrams

SIRS DISCOVERER 

(articles and graphics from over 1,600 U.S. and international magazines, newspapers, and U.S. Government Documents)

http://www.proquestk12.com 
@ school Username = co81302
@school Password = 81302

@ home Username = co81302h
@home Password = 81302

Name:


Name:


Name:


Name:




















