Service Learning Project

Power Period (Study Hall)

6th Grade

Project Summary


For this project students will generate a set of problems that are relevant to their lives.  They can select something that addresses their lives at school, or the general Durango community.  For this project they will be grouped based on their interests.  They will first come up with problems that they are interested in solving, then they will be grouped with students that came up with a similar set of problems.  

The essential question for this project is what is a problem facing you at Miller or in Durango and how would you solve it?  Some of the subsidiary questions that they will address include the background on the issue, what is the problem and who does it affect?  They will also research the organizations that are already addressing the issue and some of the projects that they have established.  

Students will then research and propose a solution for the problem that they have identified, using the information that they have gathered in the background information.  They have been encouraged to come up with unique ideas, not just a fundraising campaign (i.e. have a competition that people would sponsor individuals, etc.).  Students will also create a list of materials and resources that they will need to complete the project.

A procedure or action plan, delegating responsibility of various aspects of the project will be created in order to complete the project.  Students will generate a list of people or agencies that are already involved in some aspect of this project and will coordinate with these agencies in order to best utilize their time.  In this plan they can also include volunteering or fundraising activities for their project.  This is where they will seek a method of solving the problem.

Finally students will need to address the social implications of their project, who benefits, how the world would be a better place if their project is completed.  This will be a very concrete project, students should be able to see the fruits of their labor.  Our goal is that students understand that they are part of the society they live in and have the obligation to improve the world, one step at a time.  

State Standards:


Science Standard 1 will be addressed in the format of this lesson, students will be following the scientific method to formulate the question and follow a series of steps to solve the problem.  


Science Standard 5 will also be addressed by students understanding that they know and understand the interrelationship between man and the world and they can affect that relationship.  

Technology Integration


Students will research their project, including how to solve the problems using the internet, Durango City website, Durango School website, and other pertinent information.  Students will then create a 9 slide Power Point presentation, laying out the slides based on a set of criteria.  They will present their projects to the class using the SMARTBoard.  Each class will select a project that they are most interested in pursuing.  The selected project will present their project to the entire team, and the team will select a project that they would most like to pursue.  In the event that more than one project could be pursued simultaneously, we will attempt to do more than one project.  

Culminating Activity


The culminating activity will be the project itself.  The Power Point presentations are scheduled to begin on March 19th, the class selections will be on that day.  On March 20th, the team selection will occur.  During Spring Break the project details will be worked out, with the teacher working with community members and organizations that may be involved.  Depending on the project(s) selected, we will have a celebratory activity at the end of the year, if appropriate.  If students choose to do a project such as a community garden, I would anticipate a fall festival of our harvest or something.  

Assessment

The rubric for their slide show is attached.

The rubric for the collaborative aspect of the project will be assessed using a Likert inventory, each member will assess their contributions and their team members contributions.

The Service Learning Project itself will be assessed based on its impact to the school community – this will be dependent on the project chosen.  

Resources

· Durango Herald

· City of Durango website

· Nancy Andrews – City of Durango, recycling coordinator

· Phone book

· La Plata Humane Society

· MPAC (Miller Parent Accountability Committee)

· Miller Enterprises

· Volunteers of America

Photos

Will be provided upon beginning of project, will also have students take photos of participating, interviews, etc.  

